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more excuse, for at least he has heen mad,
is nmch such an Executor, only a little more
fairly as more openly, for he contests part
of what his mother left to her paramour,1
tho' he declared he woud not. However,
he offers to compromise, & has desired me
to be a Eeferee, & Mozzi has named Mr.
Morrice for the other. I accepted on the
express condition that I shd be allowed to
act as a gentleman, not as a lawyer. This
Office has brought to my sight a letter that
he wrote to his mother on his first recovery,
in which he states the great improvement
of his & her Estates, & attributes all to my
care.2 This is a satisfaction I never expected
to see under his hand. But I beg yr
pardon for troubling you with my personal
concerns, & yet I have nothing better to
send you, & therefore conclude
Yrs Most Affectionately & Sincerely,

H. WALPOLE.

1  Lady Orford, a few weeks after her husband's death, in
1751, married a son of Lord Ferrers, with whom scandal had
already connected her name.   He died in 1781; and his
widow lived not very reputably on the Continent.    Austin
Dobson, Memoirs of Horace Walpole, p. 206.

2  Horace Walpole managed his nephew, Lord Orford's,
property during the latter's confinement as a lunatic.